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Jeremiah xviii. 7, 8. 


At what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, 
and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 

down, and to deſtroy it: If that Nation, againſt whom 
T have pronounced, turn from their Evil, I will 1 grad 
of the Evil, that 1 thought t to do unte them. 


only one, which can give any true Support to the 
mind, in a day of Diſtreſs, that there is a God, 
which ruleth over all, and that nothing happens 
either in Heaven or in Earth, but what is the immediate 
Effect of His Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, or of Se- 
cond Cauſes, acting by His Permiſſion and Direction: And 
therefore when it pleaſes the Almighty to alarm the 
World with the awakening Inter poſitions of His Pro- 
vidence, we are naturally led to conclude, that they ſpeak 
to us the Language of the Divine Diſpleaſure, and 
are intended to puniſh and correct us for our Sins: 
And no wonder, if conſidered in this religious View, they 
make Men thoughtful and ſerious, and cauſe the Inha- 
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bitants of the Land to fear and tremble before their God : 
But however thefe amazing exertions of Divine Power 
may ſtrike us with Terror, we have ſtill the Comfort, 
that we are in the hands of a kind and a good God, who 
ſpares, when we deſerve Puniſhment, in the midſt of 
wrath thinks upon Mercy, and alarms us with the ſe- 
verer Diſpenſations of His Providence, that we may learn 
that Righteouſneſs which nothing elſe could teach us. 

Were it not for this Reflection, every view of our- 
ſelves and of the ſtate of the world around us would fill 
us with deſpair, and make us afraid to appear this day 
before our God with our ſolemn Supplications for our- 
ſelves, our Families, and our Country: But we know, 
that wich God there is Mercy and Compaſſion: : For 
tho He has ſpoken to us in a Language threatning 
and terrible, and has given us a moſt alarming Inſtance 
of that Deſtruction, which He is able to bring upon the- 
Earth, yet this is our Conſolation, that His Mercy i is as 
extenſive as His Power. For hear the gracious Decla- 
ration of God Himſelf by the Mouth of His Prophet, 
At what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 
* concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and 
« to deflroy it: If that Nation, againſt whom I have pro- 
* nounced, turn from their Evil, 7 wll repent of the Evil, 
« that I thought to do unto them.” 

We want not the ſolemn Denunciation of a Prophet 
to warn us of our preſent Danger; God Himſelf com- 


mands our Attention by the louder Calls of his Anger ; 
and, 
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and, however we might diſregard the Glent Admopitions 
of Providence, in the calm- and regular Courſe of Nature, 
the Thunder of His Voice, in the Severity of His Judg+, 
ments, muſt alarm, and bring us home to ourſelves +: 
Happy will it be for us, if they have this Effect, if the 
Calamities, which other Nations have experienced, and 
which have to us been hitherto only the merciful Warn- 
ings of a kind and good Providence, diſpoſe us 0 hear 
the Rod, and to confider, with that Awe which becomes 
us, the Hand which hath appointed tt. | 
It is from a ſerious Senſe of theſe alarming Diſpen- 
fatians, that we are called upon by the Royal Authority; 
to. humble ourſelves before our God, and with Faſting 
and Prayer to recommend ourſelves to His Protection: 
And perhaps there is not a Period in the Hiſtory of this 
Nation, when our Situation was more alarming, or our 
Addreſſes to Heaven more ſeaſonable; and if we may 
judge by the ſolemn Appearance of this Day, there 
never was a time, when we ſeemed more affected with 
our Danger, or poured forth our Hearts in more ſincere 
and affectionate Petitions to the Throne of Grace. Save, 
Lord, we periſh, is the united Prayer of the people of 
this Land ; and may that God, who fitteth over all, and 
ordereth all things in Heaven and in Earth, either avert 
the Judgments which we fear, prepare 10 for a 
ſupport us under them. 1 
Witch this Religious Awe upon our Minds, the pra- 
per temper of Men affected with the terrors of the Lord, 
B 2 let 
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let us attend to ſome of thoſe Circumſtances, which the 
ſolemn Occafion of this day more particularly offers to 
our thoughts, and to thoſe Leſſons of Inſtruction, which 
may make this our Humiliation a welcome Sacrifice to 
the God of Heaven. 

It hath pleaſed the Almighty, for . beſt known 
to His infinite Wiſdom, (whether for Correction to thofe 
who have ſuffered, or in Mercy to warn the reſt of 
Mankind) to alarm the world with a moſt awful In- 
ſtance of His over-ruling Power, by ſending abroad 
one of thoſe ſevere Calamities, which in all. Ages have 
been conſidered, as the moſt terrible Inſtruments. of 
Vengeance m the Hand of Providence : Terrible indeed 
they are in themſelves, and peculiarly fitted: to ſtrike the 
mind with horror; for what can the Imagination form 
more dreadful and aſtoniſhing, than thoſe Convulſions of 
Nature, which ſeem. to ſhake tbe Earth out of her place, 
and make the Pillars thereof to tremble? But' how much 
more terrible, in that Deſtruction, which they bring upon 
the Earth, when great and flouriſhing Cities, are levelled 
with the duſt, and thouſands of the Inhabitants, in the 
midſt of their Cares, their Pleaſures; and. their Vices, 
are ſent, unprepared, to anſwer for themſelves before a 
juſt and a powerful God ? Your own thoughts. muſt 
aſſiſt you in repreſenting to yourſelves, what no words 
can expreſs, the Horror and Deſolation of that Calamity, 
which makes ſo folemn a part in this our day of Humi- 
lation, How dreadful is it to reflect, that when God 
| ſtretched 
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ſtretched His band over the Sea, and ſhook the Kingdoms, 
when the Mountains trembled, and the everlaſting Hills did 
bow, a great and populous City was, as it were, in a 
moment, caſt down and made deſolate, and with all its 
Pride and Glory ſunk into one general Ruin! Bring the 
Reflection home to yourſelves, and conſider, how great 
would be your Conſternation, to feel- the Earth ſhaking 
from its Center,. to ſee every thing falling around you, 
your Houſes, your Palaces, and your Temples, to have 
no hopes but in flying from your danger, and yet to have 
no place of Refuge to fly to for Security: Or if, 20510 
thouſands fall befides you, and ten thouſands at your rigbt 
hand, the Providence of God ſhould fave you, as it were, 
by a Miracle of Mercy, with what Anguiſh of mind, 
would you view the ſcene of miſery on every ſide, how 
would it pierce your heart to hear the Cries and Groans. 
of the dying, to ſee the diſtreſſes of thouſands made 
wretched and miſerable, and to feel with all the 
agonies of nature a Separation from your Friends, your 
Relations, and your Children? How would. you be. 
tempted almoſt in deſpair to think this the ſevereſt part. 
of your Calamity, that you ſurvive the. loſs of every 
thing dear and near unto you? It is too painful to the 
tenderneſs of our nature even to reflect upon ſuch. af- 
fecting Scenes of Diſtreſs: Think then (and let the. 
Thought melt you into the tendereſt Sentiments of Pity 
and Compaſſion) what muſt have been the real Sufferings 
of thoſe, who were the miſerable Sharers in this day of. 
| Calamity, 
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let us attend to ſome of thoſe Circumſtances, which the 
folemn Occaſion of this day more particularly offers to 
our thoughts, and to thoſe Leſſons of Inſtruction, which 
may make this our Humiliation a welcome Sacrifice to 
the God of Heaven. FTI IT * 

It hath pleaſed the Almighty, for reaſons beſt known 
to His infinite Wiſdom, (whether for Correction to thofe 
who have ſuffered, or in Mercy to warn the reſt of 
Mankind) to alarm the world with a moſt awful In- 
ſtance of His over-ruling Power, by ſending abroad 
one of thoſe ſevere Calamities, which in all. Ages have 
been conſidered, as the moſt terrible Inſtruments. of 
Vengeance m the Hand of Providence : Terrible indeed 
they are in themſelves, and peculiarly fitted: to ſtrike the 
mind with horror; for what can the Imagination form 
more dreadful and aſtoniſhing, than thoſe Convulſions of 
Nature, which ſeem. to ſhake the Earth out of ber place, 
and make the Pillars thereof to tremble? But' how much 
more terrible, in that Deſtruction, which they bring upon 
the Earth, when great and flouriſhing Cities are levelled 
with the duſt, and thouſands of the Inhabitants, in the 
midſt of their Cares, their Pleaſures, and their Vices, 
are ſent, unprepared, to anſwer for themſelves before a 
juſt and a powerful God? Your own thoughts muſt 
aſſiſt you in repreſenting to yourſelves, what no words 
can expreſs, the Horror and Deſolation of that Calamity, 
which makes {6 folemn a part in this our day of- Humi- 
lation, How dreadful is it to reflect, that when God 
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Aretebed His hand over the Sea, and ſhook the Kingdoms, 
when the Mountains trembled, and the everlaſting Hills did 
bw, a great and populous City was, as it were, in a 
moment, caſt down and made deſolate, and with all its 
Pride and Glory ſunk into one general Ruin! Bring the 
Reflection home to yourſelves, and conſider, how. great 
would be your Conſternation, to feel the Earth ſhaking 
from its Center, to ſee every thing falling around you, 
your Houſes, your Palaces, and your Temples, to have 
no hopes but in flying from your danger, and yet to have 
no place of Refuge to fly to for Security: Or if, wwh:// 
thouſands fall befides you, and ten thouſands at your rigbt 
hand, the Providence of God ſhould fave you, as it were, 
by a Miracle of Mercy, with what Anguiſh of mind. 
would you view the ſcene of miſery on every ſide, how 
would it pierce your heart to hear the Cries and Groans 
of the dying, to ſee the diſtreſſes of thouſands made 
wretched and miſerable, and to feel with all the 
agonies of nature a Separation from your Friends, your 
Relations, and your Children? How would. you be 
tempted almoſt in deſpair to think this the ſevereſt part. 
of your Calamity, that you ſurvive the loſs of every 
thing dear and near unto you? It is too painful to the 
tenderneſs of our nature even to reflect upon ſuch. af- 
fecting Scenes of Diſtreſs: Think then (and let the 
Thought melt you into the tendereſt Sentiments of Pity, 
and Compaſſion) what muſt have been the real Sufferings 
of thoſe, who were the miſerable Sharers in this day of. 
| Calamity, 
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Calamity, or who ſtill remain to mourn over, und lament 


the Diſtreſſes of their Country: Think with Awe and 


Reverence upon that Scene of Defolation, and acknow- 


ledge: that. © Great and terrible are thy Works, O God, 
« dreadful and aſtoniſhing the Ways of thy Providence: 
* Thou even Thou art to be feared ; for who can ſtand before 
« thy Indignation, who can abide the Fierceneſs of thy An- 
« ger 2 When thy Fury is poured out like Fire, and the 
« res are thrown by Thee, ſball not the Earth and its 


_ * Inhabitants fear and tremble before their God?” 


And have we not too much reaſon to fear, when we 
conſider, that as no Calamity of this kind was ever more 
deſtructive in its Effects, than that which is the Subject 
of our ſolemn Reflections, ſo none was ever more exten- 
five in alarming the Fears of Mankind, and in threat- 
ning to ſpread a general Devaſtation to the moſt di- 
ſtant Corners of the Earth. It would be a Specu- 
lation, which, if rightly improved, muſt enlarge our 
Ideas of the infinite Power of that God, who prefides over 
all, to trace the progreſs of this Calamity thro' that vaſt 
extent of Sea and Land, Which has been affected with 


more or leſs Violence by theſe Convulſions of Nature: 
For as if the very Foundations of the Earth were moved, 


three parts at leaſt of the Globe have felt the influence 
of theſe Diſorders: In ſome Countries the Diſtreſs has 
been ſevere and terrible, and Cities with thouſands of 
their Inhabitants have been deſtroyed: In others Inun- 
dations ſudden and impetuous have threatned to lay 
waſte 
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waſte the Land, as if the Fountains of the great Deep 
were broken up, and its hidden ſources opened to 
overwhelm the Earth: Nor has this our Iſland (which 
we vainly x Pty the Seat of Security, till by repeated 
warnings in our Capital, too ſoon forgot, we were made 
to tremble for ourſelves) eſcaped without ſome ſenſible 
Effects of the late Commotions; for to what other cauſe 
ean we aſcribe thoſe ſudden and extraordinary Agita- 
tions of the waters, which were obſerved in many parts 
of this Kingdom, and which, at the ſame time they 
give us the alarming Reflection, that our Situation is not 
out of the reach of ſuch Calamities, are the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments for Gratitude to that God, whoſe Mercies 
have been our Guard and Protection? by AY 

Nor let our Fears be cenſured, as the Effects of Weak- 
neſs and Superſtition, nor the Overflowings of our Gra- 
titude reſtrained, by. thoſe ſuperficial Enquirers into Nature 
and her Operations, who, to the Diſhonour of all true 
Philoſophy, would exclude a Providence out of the World, 
who neither con/idering with a becoming Reverence the 
Majeſty of the Lord, nor regarding the Operations of His 
Hands, and attending only to that-Chain of Cauſes and 
Effects, which forms and accounts for the natural Syſ- 
tem of Things, inſtead of carrying their Thoughts up to 
that over-ruling Power, by whoſe continued Energy the 
Courſe of Nature itſelf is regularly directed, affect to view 
with Indifference the moſt alarming Inſtances: of Divine 
Government. Are theſe Events then. leſs to be feared, 


merely 
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merely becauſe they are the Effects of that original Conſti- 
tution of things eſtabliſhed by the great Creator? Or 
are they not rather to be conſidered, for that very Reaſon, 
as the Operations of the ſame ſupreme Author, though we 
ſee not the Hand, which directs and gives them all their 
Force? Or is it to be ſuppoſed, that God, when He 
made the World, by an abſolute Decree ſo fixed the Laws 
of His Creation, as to reſerve to Himſelf no Power to di- 
rect and over- rule them, or to make them ſubſervient to 
the great Purpoſes of His Providence? It is ſure far more 
agreeable to all our Ideas of the Majeſty and Perfections of 
God to conſider Him, as preſiding over the grand Syſtem 
of the World, doing what He pleaſes in the Armies of Hea- 
ven, and amongſt the Inhabitants of the Earth, and em- 
ploying the whole Creation to execute His Deſigns, either 
of Mercy or of Puniſhment. For, as it is the Language 
of Scripture to aſcribe the moft common Bleſſings of Na- 
ture to that God, who cauſes His Sun to riſe, 'and ſends 
Rain and fruitful Seaſons, making the Graſs to | grow upon 
the Mountains, and filling all Things living with Plenteouſ- 
neſs ; ſo, when God marches through the Land with Indig- 
nation, all Nature is repreſented, as armed with the Ter- 
rors of His Vengeance, the Hail and the Storm are the 
Rod of His Anger, the Winds and the Seas fulfill His Word. 
When therefore the Deſtroying Angel is gone forth, and 
we know not how far his Commiſſion. may extend, ſhall 
not we be alarmed at his Approach? Shall not we fly for 


Protection to that God, who alone can ſtay his Hand? 
But 
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But this is not the only View of thoſe Circumſtances, 
which demands our ſerious Attention this Day. We are 
told by Authority, that © the preſent Situation of publick 
“Affairs (as to the Iſſue of them) is of the higheſt Im- 
<* portance to the Peace and Safety of theſe Kingdoms, to 
© our Commerce and Liberties, and above all to the 
* moſt valuable Bleſſing of the Proteſtant Religion.” A 
Situation this, which muſt affect the Heart of every 
Man, who feels for his Country, and wiſhes to ſecure to 
it thoſe important Intereſts, which alone can make us a 
flouriſhing and happy. People. 

The Operations of War, that fore Judgment, which, 
however conſidered, is a ſolemn Call to our moſt ſerious! 
Reflections, have been hitherto confined to a diſtant Part 
of the World, for the neceſſary Defence of our Colonies 
againſt the Encroachments of a reſtleſs, ambitious Ene- 
my: But though the Reſentment which has been ſhewn, 
in doing the Nation that Juſtice by Force of Arms, 
which could not be obtained in the Spirit of Peace, has 
not yet brought home to us thoſe Calamities, which at- 
tend the Ravages of War, we know not how ſoon the 
Command may go forth to unſheath the Sword, and 
involve us in thoſe Dangers and Diſtreſſes, which no 
Man, who values, as he ought, the Bleflings he enjoys, 
can conſider as drawing near to us without the deepeſt 
Concern. To every ſerious Mind therefore the Proſpect 
of War muſt always be affecting; its Diſtreſſes, even 
tho' the Event be ſucceſsful, open a wide Scene of Hor- 
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ror and Confuſion, and give us the tendereſt Feeling for 
the Miſeries of our Fellow- Creatures: But ſhould Pro- 
vidence, for the Puniſhment of our Sins, determine againſt 
us, and give us over a Prey to our Enemies, what more 
dreadful Image of human Miſery can we form, than 
that Train of Evils, which muſt be introduced by an en- 
raged Conqueror, triumphing over the Laws, the Liber- 
ties, and the Religion of our Country? Much rather 
might we acknowledge the merciful Hand of Providence, 
in levelling its Cities even to the Ground, ſo that the Place 
thereof ſhall no more be known, than ſee this Land of 
Liberty a Scene of Slavery and Oppreſſion, the Temples, 
ſet apart for a manly and rational Devotion, polluted with 
the Fopperies of Idolatry and Superſtition, and the mildeſt 
Government, under the beſt of Kings, exchanged for the 
lawleſs Tyranny of an arbitrary Monarch. We depend 
upon the Wiſdom of our Counſels, and the natural Spirit 
and Genius of our People, as the beſt human Means for 
our Guard and Security; yet when we conſider, that even 
the beſt concerted Schemes, conducted by the moſt expe- 
rienced Wiſdom and the braveſt Reſolution, cannot al- 
ways command Succeſs, and that this muſt at laſt depend 
upon the great God of Hoſts, the Gi ver of all Victory, it 
becomes a Matter of the moſt ſerious Concern, and there- 
fore the proper Buſineſs of this Day's folemn Devotion, 
by every Act of Humiliation and Repentance, to implore 
the Protection of Heaven, and “ to beſeech the ſupreme 
Diſpoſer of all Events to go forth with our Fleets and 
« Armies, 
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« Armies, and in this Time of Danger and Trouble to be 
* our ſure Guardian and never-failing Deliverer.” 

Happy would it be for us, did we ſhew the ſame Zeal 
to deſerve this Protection, which we have in our ſeveral 
Stations exerted to guard and defend ourſelves: We 
ſhould then have no occafion to lament thoſe Circum- 
ſtances in our preſent Situation, which, in the moral 
View of it, are the moſt alarming Call for a National 
Humiliation, 

It is, I am ſenſible, a common Topick to complain of 
the Vices of the Times; no pleaſing Entertainment to a 
good Mind, for ſure every Man muſt ſee them with 
Concern, and every Lover of his Country would be glad 
to find a Remedy. Look then into the World, and ſee 
what there is in this view of things, which ought to 
awaken the Zeal of every good Man for the publick 
Safety, | 

It is not to be diſſembled, eſpecially when we are 
called upon to deal fincerely with our God, that the 
Character given by the Prophets in general of that Na- 
tion or Kingdom, which the Lord had ſpoken to deſtroy, 
admits of too ſtrong an Application to ourſelves. Are 
not we, as the Jews thus deſcribed in Scripture, a People 
laden with Iniquity, who neither know the Way of their Lord, 
nor the Judgments of their God? a People, neither per- 
ſuaded by the Mercies, nor improved by the Corrections 
of Providence? a People, whoſe Land mourneth (mourn it 
muſt, while it feels even the natural Conſequences of its 
C 2 Sins) 
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Sins) for that Profaneneſs and Immorality, which defy all 
Authority, and are ſpreading their Infection almoſt with- 
out Controul; for that abandoned Profligacy, which, 
againſt all the Rules of Decency and good Manners, as 
well as thoſe of good Senſe and the Laws of our Coun- 
try, is employed in every Method, which a depraved 
Imagination can ſuggeſt, to unſettle the Minds, to in- 
flame the Paſſions, to pollute the Heart, and thereby to 
diſpoſe Men to the licentious Indulgence of every brutal 
Appetite ; for that Luxury and Extravagance, which are 
inſenſibly preying upon the Conſtitution, debaſing the 
Strength and Courage, corrupting the Morals of the 
People, and introducing that Poverty, which muſt fly 
for its Support to the Diſtreſſes of the Publick ; for that 
Love of Pleaſure, which baniſhes every ſerious Reflection, 
and will ſcarce allow a ſober Interval for Recollection, 
though enjoined by the Laws of God and of Man; in 
a word, for that, which lies at the Root of all, an entire 
Diſregard to every religious Principle, which leaves no 
Guard upon the Conſcience, no Support to the Mind 
under its various Diſtreſſes and Diſappointments, and has 
too fatal an Influence in driving thoſe unhappy Wretches 
to the deſperate Reſolution of putting an End to a mi- 
ſerable Being, who have neither Virtue to guard againſt 
the Reproaches of the World and their own Conſcien- 
ces, nor any true Courage to bear the common Calamities 
of Life with Patience ? And yet though the Land mourn- 
eh for theſe Things, how few are there, who lay them 
_ ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly to Heart, and, with the Zeal of the only true Pa- 
triot, make it any part of their Ambition to revive and 
cheriſh the decaying Spirit of Virtue and Religion ? 

And ſhall not I vifit for theſe Things? faith the Lord: 
Shall not my Soul be avenged of ſuch a Nation as this? 
Shall not I ſpeak concerning ſuch a Kingdom, to pluck up, to 
pull down, and to deſtroy © 

Theſe then are the Circumſtances in the State of the 
World around us, which the Solemnity of this Day 
calls upon us to conſider with Seriouſneſs and Attention: 
And each of them may teach a Leſſon of Inſtruction, 
which may be of uſe in making this our Humiliation a 
welcome Offering at the Throne of Heaven. 

The Calamities of a People, connected to us by all the 
Ties of Alliance, Friendſhip, and mutual Intereſt, are the 
ſtrongeſt Call to our Compaſſion and Tenderneſs. And 
may it give to the World the moſt favourable Impreſſions 
of that Religion, which inſpires the moſt enlarged Senti- 
ments of Humanity, that You attended: to this Call with 
a truly Chriſtian Spirit; and with the ſame Zeal, which 
directs your Reſolutions in purſuing every Plan of Po- 
licy and good Government for the Honour of your 
Country, gave the earlieſt Proof of your tender Concern 
for the unhappy Sufterers, ſo affectionately recommended 
to You by His Majeſty, not leſs diſpoſed by a natural. 
Greatneſs of Soul to ſympathize with the Diſtreſſes of 
ether Nations, than to command our Affections in the 
endearing Character of the Father of His People. 


Give 
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Give me Leave only to recommend upon this occaſion, 
with a more general view to influence the Behaviour of 
the reſt of the World, a Compaſſion of another kind, 
that of guarding againſt any hard Cenſures, which a Re- 
flection upon theſe extraordinary Calamities may encou- 
rage in Minds too readily diſpoſed to judge with Seve- 
rity. Certain it is, that we have no Right to deter- 
mine, what are the particular Intentions of Providence 
in this Diſpenſation: We have no Right to pronounce 
any of thoſe Objects of Diſtreſs, whoſe Fate we this Day 
deplore, to be greater Sinners, merely becauſe they have 
been greater Sufferers. Whatever were their Errors, 
whatever their Failings, arifing either from the Prejudices 
of Education, the Weakneſs of human Judgment, or any 
other Cauſe, which darkens the Mind in its Purſuit of 
Truth, God, and not Man, is their proper Judge; to 
Him they muſt ſtand or fall; He may pity and pardon 
thoſe, whom we are ready to condemn without Mercy, 
For the Honour of our Nation, I hope this is not the ge- 
neral Temper of our People, ſure I am it is not the 
Temper and Genius of our Religion; for the Leſſon it 
teaches, is not to ſearch with Curiofity into the Secrets 
of Providence, not to take occaſion from the Calamities 
of others to indulge any uncharitable Reflections, but 70 
ſearch and to try our own Ways, to repent, leſt we hkewife 


periſh. 
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Secondly, With regard to that View of our Circum- 
ſtances, which the Situation of our publick Affairs calls 
upon us to conſider, it falls not properly within the 
Province of the Preacher to offer any Inſtruction: It 
is none of our Buſineſs to enter into the Field or the 
Cabinet, to judge of the Preparations for War; or 
to balance and reconcile the interfering Intereſts of 
Nations: We leave theſe, as the proper Subjects of 
Attention, to thoſe whoſe Duties call upon them, and 
whoſe Abilities qualify them to be the Guardians of 
the publick Safety. It may not however be thought 
improper or unſeaſonable for us to remark, that as it 
ſeems to be: an ill-timed Ambition in our Enemy to 
be making Encroachments in diſtant Countries, and plan- 
ning Schemes of Conqueſt by the Deſtruction of thou- 
ſands, whilſt- the Hand of Providence is ſtretched forth 
to deſtroy, and may cauſe the Diſturbers of Mankind to 
fear and tremble for themſelves ; it will be the ſevereſt 
Reproach to cr Policy and Wiſdom, if we ſuffer any 
Motive whatever to cool our Zeal in the Defence of 
our Country, whilſt every Thing dear to us may be in 
Danger, and muſt owe its Security to: a, firm Union 
and Concord amongſt ourſelves. 7 


L.aaſtly, The Leſſon of Inſtruction, which the alarming 
State of the moral World ought to teach us, is that 
of a ſerious Attention to the true Intereſts of Virtue 
and 
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and Religion, as the beſt means pioduig that Na- 
tional Reformation, which may -engage the Favour and 
Protection of Heaven. 

I am now addreſſing myſelf to thoſe whoſe Stations 
and Abilittes give them a great Influence in forwarding 
this glorious Work: It is Nur part to make the Laws 
for the Support of Virtue; it is Vun to encourage 
and reward it ; and, what is of ſtill more importance, 
it is Tour's to be the moſt effectual Examples in form- 
ing the Manners and Behaviour of the reſt of the 
world. It is indeed from the ſuperior Ranks and De- 
grees of life, that the inferior part of Mankind learn 
to model their Practice: It is the Example of the Ma- 
giſtrate, which commands with Authority; it is this, 
which muſt give Vigour to the Laws, and make them 
ſpeak the Language of Virtue with a Force and Dig- 
nity not to be reſiſted: It is the Example of the Pa- 
rent, from whence the Child learns to form his Be- 
haviour, and becomes either the Diſgrace or the Or- 
nament of his Country : It is the Example of the Maſter, 
from whence the Servant learns that Regard and Re- 
verence to his Creator, that Juſtice and Fidelity in his 
Station, which are the great Security of our Lives, 
and the ſafeſt Guard of our domeſtick Repoſe. And 
therefore it is abſurd to complain of a general Diſ- 
regard to all Order and Authority whatſoever, if no 


care is taken in our reſpective Characters to ſupport 


our own Authority : If, on the contrary, our Children 
and 
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and Dependants ſee nothing in our Conduct, which is 
grave, manly, and ſerious; if they ſee a general Levity 

and Diſſipation of thought in our whole Deportment, 
our Days conſumed in a lazy Indolence, or a vicious 
Extravagance, our Nights in Rioting and Intempe- 
rance, in every baſe, unmanly Pleaſure, or that which 
is the Bane of all Virtue, exceſſive Gaming. The 
dreadful Effects of theſe Examples we ſee and com- 
plain of; and yet how ſeldom do we find leiſure for the 
Reflection, that when we have once by our Influence and 
Authority introduced a Diſregard to every thing ſerious 
amongſt the lower part of Mankind, it is not our 
Command, our Reproof, nor even the Terror of the 
Civil Arm, which will awe them into Virtue ? 


A general Reformation therefore muſt begin with 
the Great and the Powerful ; let them ſhine forth in 
Acts of Piety and Virtue, thouſands will take the 
Faſhion from them, the Dignity of their Characters 
will give Credit and Countenance to Religion, will 
command an Influence, and be the happy means of 
increaſing the Number of thoſe, for whoſe ſakes God 


may be intreated to turn away from His Anger, and to 
Spare the Land. 


But let it not be forgot at the ſame time, that 
however neceſſary it is, a general Reformation ſhould 
begin with the higher Ranks and Degrees of Life, 
ſtill it requires the perſonal Care and Attention of every 
D 1 Individual 
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Individual to make it compleat and perfect. And 
therefore in vain do we expreſs our Zeal for that Na- 
tional Amendment, without which we have no Right 
to expect the Protection of Heaven, unleſs every Man 
takes up the Reſolution of beginning at home, by 
healing the Plague of his own Heart, and keeping him- 
ſelf at leaſt from every wicked thing. 

May this then be the ſolemn Reſolution which we 
make this Day in the Houſe of God: And may that 
Seriouſneſs with which we have offered up our Devo- 
tions, that Humiliation with which we have implored 
the Pardon of our Sins, fix it deeply in our Hearts, 
and ſo influence our whole Conduct to God and to 
Man, that we may appear to the great Searcher of 
Hearts, not to have put on the ſolemn Garb of Re- 
pentance, merely to afflict our Souls for a Day; but 
that it is the fixed Purpoſe of our Lives, to give that 
Teſtimony of our Sincerity, which God Himſelf has 
required, by breaking off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and 
our Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the pour. 

Then may we hope, that our Prayers will aſcend 
up to Heaven, and pierce the Ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth : Then may we aſſure ourſelves, that God will 
be our Hope and Strength, a very preſent Help in the 
time of Trouble: Then may we ſpeak Comfort to our- 
ſelves, and in an humble Dependance upon that All- 
powerful Being, who upon many ſignal Occaſions has 
been our Guard and mighty Peliverer, take up the 

Reſolution 
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Reſolution of the Pſalmiſt, and ſay, Though an Heſt of 
Men were laid againſt us, yet will not our heart be 
afraid; though there riſe up War againſt us, yet will we 
put our Truſt in God: We will not fear, ' though the 
Earth be moved, though the Hills be carried into the 
midſt of the Sea, though the Waters thereof rage and 
ſwell, and the Mountains ſhake at the Tempeſt of the 
fame : For the Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob 
is our Refuge. 
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